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Choice promotes Lewis

Choice Hotels International,
Inc. has appointed Kevin Lewis
as: president, upscale and ex-
tended-stay brands, after the
franchisor combined its Cam-
bria Suites and extended-stay
brands under one division.
Lewis will lead the operation-
al strategies for the Cambria
Suites, Suburban Extended
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Hispanic Hote! Owovers
intion

Minority entrepreneurs find
new opportunities in hotels

By Sterani C. O'CoNNOR
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NEW YORK—Amid the struggles of the established lodging industry

Stay-Hotel and MainStay Suites Clockwise from top left: to get its arms around the ongoing financial crisis, several entrepre-
brands. He will continue to re- Suefios LLC principals neurs who are representational of diverse groups are seizing oppor-
port to David Pepper, svp/ fran- John C. and Patricia Lopez; tunities in the sector with both hands, looking to benefit and profit as

Evens Charles, Martinsville
Hospitality, LLC and Mehul
(Mike) Patel, Newcrest Corp.

chise development and emerg-
ing markets. William Edmund-
son, Cambria Suites’ president,
has left the company.

they navigate new markets, and in some cases, uncharted territory.
The entrepreneurs range from a first-time owner acquiring his

continued on page 14
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LP has announced the pur- By BRUCE SERLEN
chase of some 240 hotels from

Golden Tulip Hospitality Group,

U.5. Hotel Industry At A Glance |
— year-to-date-May 2009

PARSIPPANY, NJ— With the industry coming off a period of explo-

);_\;l;;;l;n:\n:::jdi:: rggl:?inbr:wclig: sive growth in the number of new brand launches, the first sign of

Starwood Capital is planning a possible retrenchment may be in the making. This spring, Wynd-

a strategic alliance between ham Hotel Group completed the merger of its AmeriHost Inns into

LouvreHotels, which it controls its larger Baymont Inn & Suites brand.

through an affiliate, and the Of roughly 100 AmeriHost sites, slightly more than half have con-

Golden Tulip businesses in an verted to the Baymont flag, a number have become part of other ok :

effort to increase both brands’ Wyndham Hotel Group brands, and a handful have opted to exit 8 Patnccbinen,

distribution. - aymont Inn & Suites
continuedonpage40 .. .l . ...

Champion joins Benchmark as COO |

||.Iu|u||||“u“uull“|"l|l|"|"|'|||""|"||'|'"||"| By BRUCE SERLEN . c.lines in travel demand. Yet tbe cri- ; Spous_ored by
1028-6182E 14 OQNY T30 THE WO'OD.LANDS, TX— Like | sis also presents an opportunity for mlcros~
w%’q‘aﬁnggf"ﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂaﬁ?ﬁ other lodging industry players, man- | successful management companies,
Bo2 ONI dno¥9 o gotlcil WHGh LE N agement companies have sufferedin | pointed out industry veteran Greg | | Powered by
288-0xx101 lu-ggg*********** FOHINXd# the current downturn, under pres- | Champion, who was named last e
sure from their properties’ owners | month to be COO of Benchmark STR
to generate revenue and streamline | Hospitality International, a 29-year, N
operations in the face of steep de- continued on page 24

ELECTRONIC LOCKS

AND OPERATING
SYSTEMS FOR ANY
FROPERTY REQUIREMENT

BEFORE YOU GET

TO THIS POINT ... CALL US

IF YOU'RE TIRED OF SOMEONE NOT PICKING UP THE PHONE, CALL uUs!

B

770 ELECTRONIC LOCK
IF YOU'RE TIRED OF NOT GETTING SERVICE, CALL Uus!

IF YOU WANT AN EXPERIENCED REPRESENTATIVE, CALL Us!
CONTACTLESS 790 ELECTRONIC LOCcK

Toll-free: 877.468.3555 ’
www.ilcolodging.com
Technical Support:
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